specially professes to deal with such matters, carefully to investigate the subject, so that at least we may be prepared to form a reasonable opinion on some of those important questions of State Medicine connected with it, and the full and impartial examination of which the interests of the public welfare, as well as of medical science, obviously require. The In marked contrast with the quarantine measures adopted at Southampton in 1852-3, are the precautions which the Privy Council have deemed it necessary to enforce there during the last three months.
The Atrato arrived at Southampton on the 12th Nov., 1866, from St. Thomas, which she had left on the 29th Oct., and which was then suffering severely from yellow fever. There had been 13 deaths from the disease during the voyage ; the latest had occurred three days before arrival. The latest attack of the fever had taken place on the 5th, or seven days before arrival. There were several convalescents from the fever on board ; they were all so far advanced in their recovery as to be able to be brought on deck to be seen by the medical officer of quarantine from his boat alongside ; for he did not now go on board, as he certainly did in 1852.
On the present occasion, indeed, all the quarantine measures adopted were of extreme rigour; and even the paper, containing the replies given to the surgeon and captain of the Atrato to the queries put to them, was not returned to them for signature, but merely read over to them, after they had been sworn.
After the mails and specie had been landed, the vessel with all on board?a crew of 139 souls, and 61 passengers, of whom rather more than 40 were in the saloon?was ordered down to the Motherbank. While there, the sick with some of the crew were, on the evening of the following day, 13th, transferred No fresh sickness of any sort appears to have taken place among either the passengers or crews after their arrival; but from the want of any official information in respect alike of these vessels and of those mentioned in the preceding pages, the public is left in the dark as to the exact details. This desideratum should manifestly be supplied by the Government; it is only strange that it should have been so long withheld.
